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Part 2 : Subject teaching Part 2 looks at the use

of the blackboard with reference to its use in the main
subject areas of the school. The section on language
work looks at types of exercise you can devise for
yourself according to the needs of your class. Most
of the ideas for maths, science, history and
geography involve work which cannor be found in a
general purpose textbook. Work which can be found
in a textbook is not included, so do not expect a
balanced presentation of the curriculum! This is not
the place for a picture of a skeleton or a map of the
world. There would be too much detail for the
blackboard and a textbook artist is likely to be more
accurate than a teacher in a hurry. The focus is on
ways you can use the board. These usually relate to
the familiar world: graph work about data to be
found in the children’s own environment,
experiments which can be done with locally available
materials, survey work, local geography and history.

Since this book stresses the need for teachers to
devise work appropriate to the needs of their classes,
it goes without saying that you will need to adapt all
suggested work to your own situation.

At the back of the book there are two indexes; one
for vocabulary and one for language structure. So,
for example, if you want to draw a picture of a lamp,
look it up in the vocabulary index. If you are teaching
the present perfect tense and feel your class needs a
reinforcement excercise, turn to the structure index.

Blackboard technique

Be quick! Don’t spend a long time drawing a
masterpiece. The children will get bored! Keep talking
to the children while you draw—ask what you are
drawing or what they think you will draw next. Try not
to rub out; it wastes time. If you do detailed composite
pictures or maps (like those on pages 2% and 110}, do them
before school.
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Draw fast or your class will be bored.
Do detailed drawings before thez lesson.

Be simple! A recognisable picture is enough. Your
pupils will get used to certain symbols and accept the
meaning you have given them, even if your symbol
for a horse looks nothing like one! Avoid any
unnecessary details.

Write clearly. Your handwriting should be clear and
horizontal across the board, Use white or yellow
chalk for writing as these show up more clearly than
coloured chalk,

Plan your layout. Start at the top of the board and
go down, so that there is a clear progression in the
work to be done. If you have only one board, you
may need to divide it in half with a vertical line. Put
the picture, graph, map or diagram on one side and
the exercises on the other. You can also put up
exercises at the two different levels if you divide the
board in half. If it is possible, try to get two
blackboards into your classroom as they will give you
more space to play around with.

In conclusion

This book aims to help teachers develop two
important skills:

1. drawing on the board,
2. devising exercises on the board.

Drawings can help you to clarify the meanings of

words (e.g. p. 31),

can give a visual context to a story (e.g. p. 65),

can tell a simple story (e.g. p. 76),

can provide material for discussion and writing
(e.g. p. 71),

can give semi-literate children clues in early
written work, (e.g. p. 58),

can provide visual clues to language exercises
(e.g. p. 57)

can show children how to set up an experiment
(e.g p. 96),

add to the fun and interest of a lesson.

Written work on the hoard

can be adapted to the level of ability of your
pupils {e.g., the varied exercises according to
Levels 1, 2 and 3.),

can be related to the local environment of the
children {(e.g. p. 110),

can provide a structure to survey work you wish
the children to do (e.g. p. 118),

can be based on visits or surveys the children
have made, (e.g. p. 70)

can be based on practical work which the
children have done (¢.g. p. 96)

The blackboard itself is not new, but can be used in
countless new ways. If used well, it can be a window
from the cilassroom into the world.



BLACKBOARD PRACTICE

Working on a big space
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You will need to get used to working on a big space. ..Copg the
If you are new to the above patterns onto a blackboard. See if you can _fit it all in
blackboard the space. Remember these things while you practise :

Horizontal and vertical lines '81;33; ‘:Ic;yl;eep them straight. Don’t let them slant up and down or

See how round you can make your circles. It will take some

Circles o ctice—like rolling a round roti!

Concentrate on the right angles. Try to space the shapes evenly
Squares and rectangles and again, be sure that you don’t slant off the horizontal.

Triangles See that you keep them between éwo imaginary horizontal lines.
Wavy lines Keep the distance between the two lines constant.

Loops Try to keep the lower loops directly below the upper loops.

Well, did you fit ail the patterns in? Did you keep to the proportions of the design in the book? If not, try again!




Organising space on the board

This is how NOT to organise your blackboard.

eat -~ 1 i Cnd
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The blackboard should help children learn. It should never
make learning more difficult., If your blackboard is well-
organised, your pupils’ work is likely to be well organised. The
same content could have been organised like this :

Group_| Grouf» 2 22n4 T“"““"'_Ej
aet "‘\P 'PO m t|‘
I eat breakfast ot o.m 5::1 &:ﬁ ur mere  questions and
have o baoth ' ' et ?
9° to Sc-haol.. When do  you '2417 uf,bt‘eakfast ?
@ |
[ alt _....... am
‘fi /é 7 i ~
Ho me w6rl<
S T B L et
Pe-"m 5 Te.am A tam page 27 Ex. A
swee 'Floor- RN IR
clean,” feeth sl el Br-;;\j Pro’f‘mf_fors tomorrow,
prayess Total 9 a'ners!
Remember
1. Always write neatly and clearly (for advice Group 2. Be consistent. Always keep to the
on handwriting, see pages 3-5). same Board layout.
2. Keep the bottom left hand corner for new . Make sure that you do not mix up
spellings. different tasks on the board.
3. Keep the bottom right hand corner for . Trv to fit all substitution tables on one
homework tasks and reminders. line.
4. If you set different tasks for pupils of

different ability, keep one side of the board
for Group 1 and the other side for

. Plan your work before the lesson, but if

you do make a mistake, rub it out. Don’t
cross it out.




Handwriting

Normally all handwriting on the board should be in lower case (small
letters) except when capital letters are necessary for correct punctuation.
It is very important that all writing on the board should be clear and
correctly formed, so that your pupils can follow a good model. Your
writing on the board should correspond to the type of handwriting you
want from your pupils.

When teaching beginners it is essential that your own writing should be
large, clear, correctly formed and correctly placed. When you are
teaching handwriting show your pupils how to form letters between
double lines. Draw these first with a steady hand right across the board.
Indicate where to start each letter and which direction to follow.

Start at the dot and follow the arrow
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Handwriting (continued)

There is no need to write between double lines once the children have
learned how to form and position their letters correctly. However, they
are probably not yet ready to read joined writing. Be sure that you
continue to position your own letters correctly along an imaginary
horizontal ling, For example, avoid writing words like this :

PleaSe dont wri«f lf139ﬂf.ed9 -Pigaledd
le+t+erS ['IKQ +h1S - 90U Set , bOY ek‘?m/"/q_l'

Write them like this—with nice big gaps between words and a clear
difference between ascenders (t,h,], etc.) and descenders {p,v.g, ctc.)

Place your letters correc.JClj on an

imaﬁinarj Jine. Leave ]Dlﬁ 90&,95 l)e't‘ween Words.

While children are learning to write, it is probably best to insist that all
up and down strokes are vertical. They should certainly never lean
backwards. Try to keep your own writing on the board vertical so that
the children have a good model to follow.

m —YAQ Se. \87%1-5 AOVQ» \"\CKO/

7éo mac\'\ )to o{r'z'né./ _Don)t
Wo\>\)/e \oo&\(\'No\v&s andh 7§rwara/s.

()

—— N Kee |ett iqht
WY P Yyour lellers upright.
<‘» All the verJ['Lcal. lines should.

J Le Fara“el to eac"l other,




Handwriting (continued)

When children have been taught to form their letters correctly, they
should have little trouble in making the transition to joined writing. They
do, however, need plenty of practice in letter joins. Give simple exercises

(graduating from patterns to whole words) to be copied
like these :

from the board

200000000 | b ac ad
BT OTYT | Al

s o o
wmad. | ak ol am
bbb an o ap
0000000 at:](araa
cccccccee | of aw av
A Q00000 aw'cr.xajjaz
hhhhhhh | b oc od
i | & o o
PIVIVIV.VIS oq(or oS
kkkkkkkk | & ow ov
Wwox%oz

2 we Lo
g eg 9

o )
o od ul
Some ldtlers do
not jein ot all,
bc'l-exam.rlﬁ.:

ba be bu

¥ 9 9>
‘leL. .je :jp
S el

Car‘.talo never daw

At B. Co Di

Teach the children that all letters do not need to be joined (for example,

pi, ji, bi and zi). Explain that there can be two or three
forming a letter for example, S

X ond K,

Molb,almw\,

correct ways of

3

Teach your pupils to avoid fancy flourishes—and of course, you should

avoid them in your own writing on the board.




A: Topic based work

PEOPLE

How to draw stick people

People standing

People walking

The nose points forwards. So
do the feet. The elbows point
backwards and the knees
point forwards. Ope foot is
flat on the ground.

People running

The arms swing out further,
The body can be bent
forwards. The feet can be off
the ground. If you wish, you
can put ‘speed’ lines behind
the body.

The hair streams back and the
mouth can be open.

People sitting

14
& X

Almost all learning involves people, so do learn how to draw
them. It is not difficult if you take a little time to practise.

The head and body are the same length as the legs.

The arms, if they are straight, come down to the tops of the
legs.

Don’t bother with hands, ears or noses.

If the person is sitting on a chair, it is easiest to draw the
figure facing sideways.

If the person is sitting on the floor, it is easiest to draw the
figure facing forwards. Don’t bother to try and cross the legs.
You’ll probably get in a muddle!



A few tips on drawing people
leave a space to show which limb is in

front. \%

<,

1] <
exaggerate movement—it makes your
drawing more fun !

- ‘} change lines if they don’t look right.

? Don’t waste time rubbing them out,

DO | show movement with action lines
put the head above the foot on the

/ O ground—or she’ll fall over !
y
\ )

or visual echoes as if you were drawing the
stills of a moving picture.

rub out. You haven’t got time. You
aren’t drawing a work of art. After all, you
will rub the whole picture out at the end of
the lesson.

DON'T | make the angles of a body too wide.
Human beings don’t look like that.

go into too much detail. The
children will get bored—and may be naughty
if your back is turned for too long!

But ... [DON’T | draw carelessly. If you don’t
join up the lines of a body, they are hard to
read.



{ PEOPLE

Turning stick people into real people
Stick people are useful because you can draw them quickly., But

solid people don’t take much longer and they look more real.
Here are three stick figures from the previous page. They are

just a little more solid.
ﬁ

Remember to draw what is nearest to you first. Draw the boy’s
left arm before his body, the girl’s legs before the skipping rope

etc.
f"%/\
N
,_,f’“:-:?
Hands can be circles or ‘banana
bunches’. Feet can be triangles.
Some parts of the body may be
hidden—Ilike the lady’s left arm.
People’s legs get slightly thinner towards the feet and their arms
get thinner towards their hands. Normally the left leg is in
front when the left arm is at the back—that’s how we balance

ourselves, (

iy O
The head is the most interesting part of the
body because it shows expressions. Don’t
worry if it is disproportionately big.
A lively picture is always better than a

‘correct’ picture.




How to draw faces

For a full-face view, start with a circle or an egg
shape.
|
2 The eyes are halfway down.
‘ I - The tops of the ears are level with the eyes.
|
2 The main features that show expression are the
_) mouth, eyebrows and wrinkles.

The most obvious ways to show feeling are to
have an upturned mouth for happiness and a
downturned mouth for sadness. There is more

about expression on the following pages.

From the side, a head sits on its neck like a r

mango. The eye is halfway down. The %

forehead is nearly always bigger than you

think it is. So is the space between the ear and >

the eye. : _

You can do what you like to the mouth and -
nose :

Bl-

'A baby’s eyes are two-thirds of the way down
the face. The cheeks are fatter than an adult’s
and the chin shorter.

: )
c . .- ¢ 53

wip
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How to draw expressions

happy

pleased

wider mouth,
high eyebrows

slightly upturned mouth

delighted

open mouth,
laughter lines

overjoyed

slit eyes, tears of laughter,
hair flying out

thoughtful sad

head in hands, downturned mouth,

very sad

exaggerated ‘sad’

miserable

slit eyes, lots of tears,

mouth ‘0’ shaped downturned mouth

low eyebrows, straight mouth upturned eyebrows features, tears untidy hair
surprised Cross angry furious
M
% J‘s’
f g |
high eyebrows, inturned eyebrows, exaggerated ‘cross’ beetled eyebrows,

features, low eyebrows,
upstanding hair

teeth showing, raised fist,
steam from head




How to draw expressions (continued)

anxious frightened
_ il
- L:~ -
—~ OJ O\
[~

upturned eyebrows, open mouth, big eyes,

terrified

wide open mouth,
hands outflung,
forehead creased

in pain

gritted teeth,
eyes scrunched up,
‘pain’ lines

creased forehead, hair on end
head in hands
sleepy/bored sulky

closed eyelids, head on
hand, drooping hair

slightly downturned
mouth, low eyebrows,
eyes to one side

slight smile,
eyes to one side,
low eyebrows

uncertain

wobbly mouth, upturned
eyebrows, question mark

Suggested language work

N.B. The teacher
should extend the
sugpested exercises (0 af

least six sentences.
Draw apd number six simple happy.
expressions on the board. Ask the He sad
children to make six sentences, h looks :
following the table. She angry.
sleepy.
.
As in the Level 1 exercises, draw six He . ;.)leased the dog h-a,s drunk the milk,
pictures and write this table alongside. She is frightened | because her friend has come.
Cross he can se¢ a snake.

Draw six expressions on the board.
Give your pupils the following task :

Write a story about one of these people. Why is she/he feeling like this ?
What do you think will happen next ?



The family

( PEOPLE

grandmother

—~
bowed body and heads, wrinkies, loose clothes,
bald head for men

grandfather

mother

straight backs, plenty of hair,
more modern clothes

father

older sister

older brother

stylish clothes, lively movements

younger younger brother baby

sister

dress or skirt for girl, big head,
shorts for boy, larger heads in bow-legs,
proportion to rest of body. eyes two-thirds of

way down face

Suggested language work

Draw six pictures and number them.
Also write up the following table. Ask
the children to make six sentences.

Draw six or eight pictures on the
board. Number them. Write the table
up. The children ask and answer the
questions.

Draw the family on the board. Ask
your pupils to tell you about each one
while you draw.

N.B. Give each member of the family a name and

write it beside the appropriate picture.

Mother old.
Pradeep )

Uma is YOUng.

Grandfather middle-aged.
grandmother
What is father holding?
etc.

s | B | holdingitin | S right or left hand?

Grandfather does not like the noise of music on the radio.
The family argue about it over dinner. What does each member of the

family say?



Workers, their tools and materials

trowel

===

spirit level

=)

TJ_aLnl‘.l—rl‘f" plumb-line Q

artist {air hostess; see pilot) barber §<
scissors
brush
flilllllnlil
palette comb
brick-layer ’>r:: bus-conductor

00
i

YLy
Da tickets
(0):

i\

(See page 31
for other kitchen tools)

business person butcher
/ \ desk and chair meat
l
[~ ]
I } compuer kmfe
carpenter o O chemist
saw
mt [T1T1= ﬁﬁ_
~oy)
nail screw ﬂﬁﬂﬂ_ /\ —Hmﬂ— medicine
ol
-dri — © o 0o
screw-driver /,._ D\
i l @—_— =) | .
hammer pills
pick
% pan
——t={_]
“ ; #) injection needle
spoon éj,‘s

light

13



Workers, their tools and materials (continued)

driver

D\] pliers
% screw-driver

4}}\/ stethoscope spanner
= ﬂ
] injection A
needle books wheel jack
electrician gv? P/% factory worker
G rubber gloves

o 1
¥ ]

E spanner
@ ‘*‘/ a O 11!):-}1)}:

nuts bolts

A

machine
farmer film stars
% o [ ﬁéﬁ G
&,
plough “‘“ film set
v oW i W,
v W Wy uﬂ ﬁ /
VoW W W sickle X camera
fisherman v labourer (also see farmer’s tools)
boat %:; %
i net L basket
mechanic miner &
\ / l pick

o

- S
- -

helmet

14



Workers, their tools and materials (continued)

musicians

singer flute shehnai violinist sitar mridangam
(vocalist) player player player player
nurse (also see doctor’s tools) office worker
CIIITTEE=S.
pen paper
thermometer
‘ ] S l bandages file
photographer 1, pilot and air hostess
':u @ i plane
camera m
radio
oD L-1.7.)
@oéé::E)f i
controls
policeman and policewoman Eﬁ
/ wheel
lathi @ %
pots

( ; rope

postinan
=0 /
parcel E-‘
i = v
L= -
letter anchor
15




Workers, their tools and materials (continued)

shop-keeper

A

soldier

scales gun
) N O
- Gﬁ gE mﬁﬁ cal(;.:;ator tank
stall-holder student ==
oy, 1
O &L = P
—
cart paper
sweeper tailor
& <=5 D
/\ %dus(t} ]%' dle thread
A brooms scissors

teacher / / typist (steno) J D
' +3 [ ;_1
chalk pen word processor
== ié\l
book typewriter
waiter % weaver
table chair b | , loom
P e
4y —° D)
7 2 - >
tray food shuttle

16



PEOPLE |}

Workers, their tools and materials (continued)
Suggested language work

Level 1 Write a table like this on the board. Use at least six drawings.

/

C& A potter an injection needle. /

‘é

A carpenter a net. %
H uses

A fisherman a wheel. ,E

fg/ A nurse a saw. W

L

m Draw three workers on the board. Then write up the following model.
Ask the children to write three paragraphs, following the pattern.

pilot school. He flies planes.
A waiter works in a plane. teaches children.
She
teacher restaurant. serves food.

from 11 am te 3 pm and 6 to 11 pm.
He
She works from 9 am to 4 pm.
_ at all times.
He a uniform. H _chalk.
wears . e
She no uniform, She uses a tray.
a radic.
ilot
wouid . Pt
I wouldn’t liketo be a waiter.
teacher.
Draw a number of workers on the 1. Write a poem, using the structure, ‘If 1 were
board. Ask your students to tell you B eeeeirirnerrrrrrenreennneaans I'dneed ...oooeiivininiineiinininnen.. ’

about them while you draw.
2. What do you want to be when you grow up?

Why? What don’t you want to be? Why not?
{GAME
AN

Cut 12 to 16 pieces of card—the size of playing cards.

Draw a different worker on each card.

Bivide the class into two teams and keep the score on the board.

Call a member of Team A to come up and pick a card.

He/She must mime the worket to his/her own team. If they guess correctly,
they get a point. Team B then have a turn.

The team which guesses most workers correctly wins the game.

[ N NN N




People’s clothes

a blouse (a pair of} {a pair of)
shorts socks
a shirt a dress ribbons a skirt
a blouse a kurta/pyjama/ a sari a petticoat
chunni
A
(b
a dhoti/kurta a lungi/shirt (a pair of) a pullover

s

i /B\

a shawi

a sweater

(a pair of) a vest/banian

underpanis T ?




People’s clothes (continued)

a cap hats (a pair of) (a pair of)
chappals shoes

OB | B
CO@Q%%

ormaments hair styles

bindt
e

}au.n.

&R

I"DOC.LL
La{ﬂlcs/ b

necklace r:onj tail
Suggested language work
What are you wearing today ?

¢ i 4

green skirt,
Draw & number of children’s clothes I , rﬁd shirt.
on the board. Label each one. If am wearing a yeilow _ dress.
necessary, write & pair of . ' bll}e pair of shorts.

white blouse.

Write this table alongside :

Talk about the clothes the children are Rohini
wearing and their colours, . Ahmed :
What » ?
is Dalit wearing today
Shereen

Draw a fully clothed boy, man and woman on the board. Ask the children to
describe each one in their own words. If possible, colour the clothes. Use stripes,
spots etc. Encourage the children to use adjectives like smarv, loose, stripey, frilly.

Tell one pupil to stand with his/her back io the board. Draw an article of
clothing on the board, e.g. a dress. Tell other members of the class to describe
what you have drawn without naming it. This will help your pupils learn to use
precise language. When the word has been guessed, call another pupil to stand
with his/her back to the board and guess what you have drawn.

N.B. There is a word-search on clothes on page 64.



Children’s games and toys

bouncing/throwing hitting

o
\

@)

holding a balloon

?

banging & drum

TA,

A

playing with a doll

rolling a hoop

playing hopscotch

faasy

playing kabbadi

building with bricks

skipping with
a skipping rope

spinning a top

o
5,

)

Suggested language work

Draw at least six pictures on the
board. Write up the table. Ask the
children to make questions and
answers, following the pattern.

Draw eight toys on the board and
extend the exercise shown.

Draw a game of hopscotch or
kabbadi.

.. j@ What is s‘;‘; doing ?
@E‘ He spinning a top.
@ /_/ She is playing marbles.
5% playing hopscotch.
e "
E&‘, 1. A kite wood,
%9 2. Marbles is paper.
@ 3. Aval are made of glass,
? 4. A top plastic.

Ask the children to describe in detail the rules for playing hopscotch

or kabbadi.



People at leisure

(going to the) (playing) {going to a) {playing)
cinems computer games concert cricket

£ ot ]

.

L

!Il.'“' g po 0 0p VO OV OD sz
5. YIVY LR LD DOLOY

cycling drawing driving
/c}":é

s =]
¥ v

(playing) jogging (taking)
hockey photographs

=

(listening to the) reading running
radio

stamp-collecting swimming (watching)

television/videos
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o~
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